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This desgpute?. is intended to ae the dual. purpose af a "“Lollo:: > i 
air sorce soetion of the referonce, despatch, cad of noctin, a or i.e needs of 
OIR/ORN/NLE in senacctton with the reparation of section be uf t) IS roport 
on dauci arabia. _ } 

Ning Saud Linself is the Commander=in-Clief of the Yaudi arabian .ictcd 
/orcese The Joyal veudi sir corce ig under the Linistry of Defense and aviation, 
headed since Yecember 29, 1956 by Prince ahd ihn Saud, iis hajestv's eldest 
son (Umbassy Despatch 130, January 3, 1957, entillad "Appointment of Tsinee ~ 
“ard ibn Saud as Lindates. of Yefense and aviation"). The idnaistry of Defense eu 
was established by royal order of Novembrr 26,°1911,, and Prince iunsur U 0) 
"abd aledsis sas appoiniiol the Cirst linister, after his death tin April 19cl, > 
he was succceded by his uLerine brother, Prince rista'al ibn tahd es ; 
uho served until Lis veri nation in :arly December, 1956, for "health reasons" Ol 
(ambassy Hespate!: Vo, Sccomber pea 1956, entiblead if Sosa htly oat Ww of ‘wonts Ol 
ia Saudi ac abia, emer scee 1-15, 1956"). The Ponuty Linister of Uete and hie. 
aviation ie shaith | uhammad ibn Salih, i vas artointec.to that vost on ~ 
Senternker 14, 1956 (Smbassy | Despatsth 93,/ Noverber 20, L956, ent title d "ortni htaye 
fevien of wen in auch “Pabia, October 15=31, 1956"), Gh: shormad's ) 
background is not. nilitary3; he was at one ttme private seeretars to Trioce N 
-isha'al. both Trine: ‘Se and vhailh iuhamed have thetr offices in the Mine 0] 
"abd al-Agziz idlitarnr Collere at ! ‘hyas th, sinee construction of the new Mintstm N 
of Yefense und aviation building at Hiyadh bass nae we bean conplotad. 

ie Sic iecinibcstdn tei cot ts Plb6a eafl TR GkbA 100 , 2 te 

le headyarters of the Royal Saudi Air “orce is in Jidea,y WIOYe iaje 
ene Dorahim al-Tassan, the Director General of the As, anid Lt.. Col. 
Tarabsoni, Une Cormander of what is referred to as the First Composite Group, - 


have their offices. 


- sf x} 5 
veneral lassan, vho is 


origin. he is not a flier, but merely an administrator. Uovwsver, he does 
have a wilitar, backjround in that he fought with Colonel Ty 4. Lawreaee duri:: 
the Arab Nevolt. Voloncl Tarabzoni is a flier, havins earned his wifBs in 


Mussolini'sciir worce during the early 1930's. He was 
Aipport in 1950-19585 Since Tarabzoni presently is in 2 


| ca the “irst Soneset te Group, which is the Saudi Air 


ontngride a by Cap tigith Majae 
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dn organization chart of the "SAF is annexed as Enclosure ‘oe 1. The Virst | 
Composite Group, ieee, the RSA“, consists of five so-called squadrons: 1) bomber 
squadron; 2) fighter squadron; 3) air traisport squadron; }) maintenance and 
supply squadron; and 5) the Royal Saudi Flying School. The total personnel of 
the Group, all being officers and pilots (there are no “CO's or enlisted 
personnel in the SAF), excluding Tassan and Tarabzoni, is l{1, of whom 15 are now 
receiving training in Egypt. (dAnnexed as =nclosure No. 2 is a roster containing 
the names of all the RSAF pilots). There are also 25 cadets presently receiving 
training in the Royal Saudi Mying Schoole The Air Force mechanics are mostly 
civilians, i.se., Saudis, Americans, 2gyptians and Uermans. A detachment of Arry 
personnel numbering 6) individuals performs such functions as cuards, janitors, 
and mechanics helperse 


Individuals who wish to apply for entrance to the Air Force School in Jidda 
must hold an al-Kafaah certificate (given at the end of the third ycar secondary 
school) or equivalent, and in order to be accepted must pass a medical and an 
entrance examination. Saudi pilots who graduate from the Air lorce School and 
are commissioned Second Lieutenants in the RSA receive 1,15 Saudi riyals per 
month in salary (3.75 Saudi riyals equals Yl at the present official rate of 
exchange), and in addition are paid an annual housing allowance equivalent to 
two months' salary, an annual clothing allowance of 350 Saudi riyals, anda 
monthly food allowance of 60 Saudi riyals. : 


The RSA¥Y now possesses the following planes, according to the U. 5, Military 
Assistance Advisory Group, Air Section, Jiddat 9 B-26s, 3 C-h7s, 1 C-5hs, 
9 T-6s, 12 T-35s, 12 Chinmunks, 5 Vampires, 2 Al Gumhuriyah (Egyptian), and 
1 Sealand Short. 


As Jirector General of Civil Aviation, General Tassan directs the operations 
of the Government-owned Saudi Arabian Airlines, which consists of 9 DC-3s, 
); DC-hs, 5 British “ayfarers, and 10 Convair 340s. TWA is in charse of the 
technical management of the Saudi Arabian Airlines. 


Information on Egyptian advisors and technicians working with the RSAr, 
and on morale and discipline in the Air torce, is contained in the reference 
despatch. It should be added that, according to MDAP Monthly Activities Report-- 
RCS: AF-V12, January 1, 1957, prepared by U.S. MAAG, Air Section, Jidda,--the 
favored position enjoyed by the. Egyptian Advisory Personnel during Prince Misha'al's 
term as liinister of Defense and Aviation is expected to deteriorate appreciably 
as a result of the Prince's resignation, and that the relationship between the 
RSA? and the Egyptian advisors at the working level, while remaining cordial, has 
definitely been affected by the resignation. According to this report, the 
Sgyptians hired by the RSAF as civilian emvloyees are desirous of terminating their 
contracts ag returning to Sgypt. 
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1. Organization Chart of RSAy Robert B, Hought 
2. toster of Royal Saudi Air rorce Pilots Second Secretary of “mbassy 
prepared by U.S. MAAG, Air Section, Jidda. sia at 
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ROYAL SAUDI AIR FORCE 


Minister of Defense % Aviation 
Prince Fahd Ibn Saud 
Deputy hinister 
Imahammad Ibn Salih 


















Director General, RSA! 
Mage Gen. Ibrahim Al-Tassa 







Administrative Ass't. 
and Secretary 


Mahmud Hijazi 


Group Commander, RSAF 
Lte Cole Tarabzoni 


‘Lnance Personnel 
Section Section 


i|Maintenance and] | Bombardment Fighter Air Transport 
| Supply Squadron Squadron Squadron Squadron 
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Tassan 
Tarabzoni 


sohair 
quaja 
Hashain 
Saheal 
Morad 
Saud 
Nour 
Sabri 
Taha 


Masoud 
Ateeg 
Rayes 
Nansori 
Rahmi 


Harasani 
Romaih 
Nazer 


Bokari 
Fadul 
Noman 

N. Bokari 
A. Taha 
Shesha 
Angri 
Gohr ji 
Salam 
Mogail 
Sodays 
Bokhary 
Mansor 
Shaml an 
Turkstani 
Ajlan 
Anaja 
Wahab 
Ghendi 
Saed 
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In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 











restricted, Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 
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[ ] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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